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COACH AT TEXAS A&M 


ALSO INSIDE 
BIG 12 BASKETBALL 
MICHAEL LAMOTHE 

SYDNEY CARTER 

GLYNN CYPRIEN 

TYRA WHITE 
AND MORE 


0°"74470" 22517 


If A&M helped you succeed... 
...Help others succeed at A&M. 


The Texas A&M Foundation gives donors of Te XAT. 
major endowed gifts the power to choose what 


they want to support and how they want to A&M 


support it. Contact us to see how you can make FOUNDATION 


an enduring impact on the areas of your choosing. 


giving.tamu.edu | (800) 392-3310 SPIRIT AND MIND" 


P185/65R-14 
PI9S/70R-4.. 55 
PI9S/05R-15.. 365 
P205/65R-15,.°6B 
P225/60R-16.. #72 


185/65R-15 


P195/60R-15,. 966 
P205/60R-15,..°7 
P205/S5R-15,..°77 
P275/55R-20, #152 


P235/75R15 
P225/T0R-16,.. $98 
104 


m7) 
‘WHEN YOU PURCHASE ANY SET 
OF 4 MICHELIN TIRES INSTALLED! 


ONLINE OR Ae&IL-IM PEBATE. VALID 12/19 TO 12/24/11, 
SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. 


FALKEQ 
COLLEGE STATION 


2321 Texas Avenue 


979-693-0177 


M-F: 8:00-6, SAT: 8:00-5 - OVER 800 STORES NATIONWIDE! 


STATE OR LOCAL TAXES AND, WHERE REQUIRED OR CHARGED, 
STATEENVIRONMENTAL OR DISPOSAL FEES ARE EXTRA. AMERICA’S LARGEST INDEPENDENT TIRE DEALER 


Men’s Basketball 
ore. yp Christi 
LM 


December 10 


= : : 
TEXAS Agu \ Nesenter 3 ceians Tech 


Cis, January 7 lowa State 

RD ene Basketball 
November 20 Mississippi State 
December 18 USC 


December 30 McNeese State 
January 8 Oklahoma 


Prices start at just $4 for Women’s 
),y and $5 for Men's baskethal 


FEATURES 


19 
Aggie Dance Team Profiles 


23 


The Dawn of a New Era 


in re erman 


oY 


Vv, 


V 
~! 


26 
The Meineke Car Care Bowl 
‘M battles h tern on 


28 
Going Home 
M rothe f me in the 


30 
Big 12 Basketball: Women 


1 tof the Big 


32 
Tyra White and Sydney Carter 


RAY TURNER t . t tions for t tional seni 


34 
Big 12 Basketball: Men 
k at A&M an t of the Big 


36 
Blue Chip 


e Billy Ke 


IN EVERY ISSUE 


a vy 
- ~~ > ae 
contents pubes 


Ld On the Cover 
© 
- * = 
= 


MEETING THE DENTAL NEEDS OF 


STUDENTS & 
FORMER STUDENTS % 


A Conser Dental Practi 


(979) 846-2098 
a 
J. Donald McLeroy, D,D.S. 68 


* Sine Cod 


Our RV Parks are open 
YEAR-ROUND 
for all Aggie events! 


Check us out at 
transport.tamu.edu/RV 


campus and 
be a part of 
the action! 


AGGIELAND ILLUST 


Howdy! 


Normally in this issue I would say something like, “I can’t be- 
lieve this year is already over.” However, with everything that 
happened around Aggieland during 2011, I find myself wonder- 
ing how so many things took place in just one year. 

Te all began with ‘Texas A&M battling longtime rival LSU in 
the 75th Cotton Bowl Classic. The Aggies kept up with the Ti- 
gers for a while, but were clearly outmanned, especially when 
senior leader Michael Hodges was knocked out of the game. 

Both basketball teams extended their streak of NCAA ‘Tourna- 
ment invitations to six consecutive seasons. Then, Gary Blair's 
team went and shocked the world, winning the program's first- 
ever national championship. 

A few weeks later, Von Miller was selected by the Denver 
Broncos with the second overall pick in the 2011 NFL Draft. 
‘The consensus All-American and Butkis Award winner is already 
a force to be reckoned with in the NFL and is the leading candi- 
date to win defensive rookie of the year honors. 

‘The men’ basketball program went through an unexpected 
coaching change when Mark ‘Turgeon left for Maryland. Mur- 
ray State’ Billy Kennedy was hired to take over the program a 
week later. 

In June, the Texas 
in becoming the only 
in three consecutive years, while the Aggie baseball team ad- 
vanced to the College World Series for the first time since 1999. 

‘The typically quiet summer in Aggieland was anything but 
with talks of conference realignment resurfacing in July. There 
was also buzz about the A&M football team beginning the sea- 
son ranked in the top ten and with national title aspiration: 

After all the dust settled in the realignment madni 
A&M officially became the Southeastern Conference's 13th 
member in September. That announcement was sandwiched be- 
tween devastating losses in football to No. 7 Oklahoma State and 
No. 18 Arkansas. The Aggies had double digit halftime leads in 
both games, but finished with disastrous second halves ~ a trend 
that became all too familiar all season. 

‘The Aggie family was dealt another blow when Kennedy was 
diagnosed with early stages of Parkinson’ disease in late Octo- 
ber. That, coupled with a first-game injury to Khris Middleton, 
set the program at least three weeks behind their opponents. 

With what many expected to be one of the best A&M football 
teams in more than a decade, the Aggies’ regular season ended 
in shambles with a loss to struggling archrival Texas in the last 
meeting between the two programs for the foreseeable future. A 
week later, Mike Sherman was fired in an embarrassing fashion 
that, while not worth rehashing, was certainly a terrible way to 
treat someone who represented A&M with nothing but class. 

Which brings us to our cover story: Kevin Sumlin is the new 
head man in Aggieland. We're anxious to see who Sumlin hires 
to fill his coaching staff, but we know it won't include ‘Tim 
DeRuyter — now the new head coach at Fresno State. 

Ididn'’t mention everything, but what a crazy year for an Aggie 
fan. Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
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twelve in twelve 


Senior Megan Majewski's last-minute goal lifted the 
second-seeded Texas A&M soccer team to a 1-0 
victory and a Big 12 Championship over No. 1 seed 
and previously undefeated Oklahoma State. The title 
marked the Aggies’ 12th and final Big 12 Cham- 
pionship in the program's 16-year history with the 
conference. Photos by Jeff Huehn Photography. 
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Following a record-setting senior season, Randy 
Bullock received the 2011 Lou Groza Place-Kicker 
Award and earned consensus All-America honors. 
Bullock finished the regular season as the NCAA 
leader in field goals per game and is one point away 
from breaking A&M's 84-year-old season scoring re- 
cord, Photo by Jason McConnell ‘01 (Inset courtesy 
Aggie Athletics) 
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Future Aggies 


A look a 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 

For the fourth straight year, the ‘Texas 
A&M women’ basketball program land- 
ed one of the top recruiting classes in the 
nation with the signi 


of six top-rated 
high school prospects. 

Coming off the pro; 
championship and a school-record 33-5 


n’s first national 


campaign, Gary Blair and his coaching 
staff welcome A&MS heralded recruiting 


class that was ranked as high as No. 2 in 
the country by ESPN HoopGurlz, The 
Collegiate Girls Basketball Report and 
Premier Basketball Report. ‘The 
Chelsea J 
exas, 5-foot-6 


welcome 5-foot-10 wi 
nings from Fort Worth, 
point guard Jorda 


Jones from DeSoto, 


‘Texas, 5-foot-7 combo guard Curty. 
Knox from Humble, ‘Texas, six-foot 
wing Peyton Little from Abilene, ‘Texas, 


5-foot-8 wing Courtney Walker from 
Edmond, Okla., and 6-foot-1 forward/ 


guard Courtney Williams from Houston. 


MEN'S BASKETBALL 

Alex Caruso and J’Mychal Reese, two 
of the top players in both Texas and the 
country, will join the Aggie men’s basket- 
ball program next season. 

‘The backcourt stars are both consensus 
national top 100 recruits and make up one 
of the country’s top hauls. The A, 
Class of 2012 is ranked 19th nationally 


at Texas A&M's November recruiting classes 


by rivals.com and in the top 25 by several 
other prominent recruiting services. 

Caruso (College Station) and Reese 
(Bryan) have grown up watching the Ag- 
gie program rise to one of the country’s 
elite, each living just a few miles away 
from Reed Arena 


BASEBALL 

The Texas A&M baseball staff received 
the commitments of 11 student-athletes 
to join the Aggies for the fall of 2012. 

Eric Brooks (Taylor/University of 
Houston/McLennan CC), Drew Feath- 
erson (K; iylor), Rex Hill (Tomball), 
Danny Holst (Parkway South St. Louis, 
Mo), Grayson Long (Barbers Hill), 
Hunter Melton (Corsicana), A.J. Minter 
(Brook Hill Academy), J.B. Moss (Brook 
Hill Academy), Cory (Uvalde), 
Ryan Rand ( 
drew Vinson (Flower Mound) comprise 
the 2012 class. 

‘Ten of the I players are products of the 
State, while Holst represents 
the only non-Texan in the class, hailing 
from Missouri. Additionally, Brooks is 
the only student-athlete in the class to 
come from the junior college ranks. 


Lone Star 


SOFTBALL 
Three high school seniors signed na- 
tional letters of intent to play softball at 


= 


Texas A&M. Cali Lanphear (Montgom- 
Texas), Breanna Dozier (Rowlett, 
as) and Alex Masek (Giddings, Texas) 
will join the team for the 2012-13 season. 
Lanphear is a 2011 TGCA All-State 
catcher who has led her Montgomery 
High School team to three state champi- 
onships. Dozier has posted big offensive 
numbers for Rowlett High School in the 
past two years. Masek is a two-time First 
Team All-District infielder and a lefty 
apper at Giddings High School. 


VOLLEYBALL 

Coach Laurie Corbelli’s volleyball pro- 

am signed five highly acclaimed stu- 
dent-athletes to national letters of intent. 
Four have been members of internation- 
al, national and/or state championship 
teams, and the fifth is also the fourth- 
ranked discus thrower in the world for 
the 17 and under age group 

Three of the signees, 6-2 middle block- 
er Jazzmin Babers (Waco, ‘Texas/Midway 
HS.), 6-0 outside hitter Angela Lowak 
(New Braunfels, Texas/New Braunfels 
HS.) and 5-10 outside hitter Sierra Pat- 
rick (Austin, Texas/Lake ‘Travis HS.) all 
were members of the Austin Juniors club 

am that won 2011 USAV Girls’ Junior 
National Championships. 

Shelby Sullivan a 6-2 outside hitter 
(Richardson, ‘Texas/J.J. Pearce H.S.) led 
her Texas Advantage (TAV) club team 
to the 2009 USA Volleyball Girl: 
National Championships title. Shelbi 
Vaughn a 6-2 outside hitter/middle 
blocker (Mansfield, ‘Texas/Legacy H.S.) 
has played varsity volleyball throughout 


her four-year prep career 


WOMEN’S TENNIS 

First-year women’s tennis coach How- 
ard Joffe landed one of the nation’s top 
junior players during the November sign- 
ing period as blue-chip recruit Anna Ma- 
malat of Philadelphia signed a National 


Letter of Intent to play for the A, 


MEN’S TENNIS 

Mitchell Krueger, one of the top ten- 
nis recruits in the country, has signed a 

ational letter of intent with ‘Texas A&M. 
Krueger, the top-ranked recruit in the 
state of ‘Texas and the No. 3 national re- 
cruit by TennisRecruiting.net, attends 
Spring Creek Academy in Dallas. He is 
ranked No. 15 in the International Ten- 

s Federation world rankings. 


OYSTER PERPETUAL 
GMT-MASTER II 


OFFICIAL ROLEX JEWELER 


PERPETUAL AND GMT-MASTER Il ARE TRADEMARKS 


Oy 


david gardnens 


THE OFFICIAL JEWELER OF AGGIE ATHLETICS 
911 University Drive East = College Station « 979.268.0800 « www.davidgardnersjewelers.com 


DEPENDABLE CARS. 


DEPENDABLE DEALER. 


Serving Aggieland for over 30 years. 


WY 
HONDA 


ALLEN HONDA 


P AND H 6 
WWW.ALLENHONDA.com 


Aa ">, EXPRESS = 


Aggie Owned a Operated 


Two Convenient Locations in College Station: 


710 Earl Rudder Frwy. S. at University 
979-846-7781 


12875 Wellborn/FM 2154 
979-764-7781 


FREE 


Enjoy the benefits of a Totally FREE Checking account 
at First Victoria 


FREE Online Banking 


FREE 24-Hour Tele-Banking 


FREE Online Bill Pay FREE Checks (first order) 
FREE Debit Mastercard? FREE Mobile Banking’ 
or ATM Card FREE eStatements 


979.260.3252 
979.779.5080 
979.693.1063 


Bryan - 29th St 
Bryan - Villa Maria Rd. 
College Station - Southwest Pkwy. 


979.774.1700 College Station - Copperfield Pkwy. 


979.690.4780 
979.279.3438 


College Station - Arrington Ra. 
Heame - 4th St. 


your account today and you'll get a FREE GIFT! 


'W First Victoria 


ST INDEP! T BANK IN TEXAS 


www. firstvictoria.com 


204 FUNE Corp. Fret Victoria National Bank Member FDIC Equal Housing Lender {2 


JASON MCCONNELL 61 


Elizabeth] 


Y 


Aggie Dance Team Profile I came to A&M because | f 
F 


My favorite tradition is 
| started dancing when 


The hardest part about being on the dance 

team is 9 

be ball started, t 
picked uf 


The best part about being on the dance 
team is 5 


0k 


For a typical game night, some 


My all-time favorite movies are 
Mean ( eb 00k 


I like to listen to 
F 
bit of 


My favorite TV shows are 
Yes t Bo: 


People would be surprised 
to know that ni 
pe 


My favorite type of food is 


| would like to have dinner 
wit! ns. | love 


My pet peeve is 


Kailey ‘14 
Keller, TX 
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Texas A&M hires Houston's 


As ‘Texas A&M begins a new era of football in the 
, the program will be led by a 
new head coach = former Houston head coach, Kevin Sumlin. 


Southeastern Conference in 201 


Sumlin is a familiar face, however, having served as an assistant 
under former head coach R.C. Slocum from 2001-02. 

“Tam very 
football coach at ‘Texas A&M Universi 
ing coached there before, I understand the culture and embrace 


cited about the opportunity to serve as the head 
Sumlin said. “Hav- 


the commitment by the 12th Man regarding Aggie football. Ag- 
gicland is a special place and I look forward to w 
young men in the football pr 
players we need to be successful in the SEC.” 

In his first stint at A&M, Sumlin started out as the assistant 
vers coach. After three games in 2002 


head coach and wide r 


Kevin Sumlin to replace Mike 
Sherman as the Aggies’ head football coach sy 8 


with the Aggies averaging just 16 points per game, Sumlin re- 
ceived a call from Slocum. 

“I look back at the night that R.C. called me,” Sumlin said, 
“which was a Sunday night, and said be prepared to come in here 
Monday morning and take over the offense in the middle of the 
season...that doesn’t happen very often.” 

After his promotion to offensive coordinator, the Aggies aver- 
aged 33 points per game and knocked off the top-ranked Okla- 
homa Sooners, 30-26, at Kyle Field. However, Slocum was fired 
after the season and new head coach Dennis Franchione brought 


his entire staff with him from Alabama. 

me you're putin a position of leadership it’s got to help 
hat was a real stressful situation. Looking 
back on that, going through those nine games and then being 


www.aggielandillustrated.com 
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$300 will be donated to the 


Texas Aggie Corps of Cadets 


from each sale 


$1,900 each 


ALLERI 


Grace Dis 


GIELANI 


Association Scholorship Fund 


ES 


without a job right after that and putting 
that much into it was one of most stress- 
ful times of my life. I know it was prob- 
ably the most stressful time in my wife’ 
life. Little did I know at that time it was 
probably the best thing that happened to 
me.” 

Sumlin landed on his feet as special 
teams coordinator and tight ends coach 
under Bob Stoops at the University of 
Oklahoma. Three years later, he was 
promoted to co-of! 


nsive coordinator/ 


wide receivers c 
OU, the 
games. 

Shortly after Mike Sherman was hired 
s Texas A&M’ head coach in 2007, there 
was speculation that Sumlin might return 


ch. During five years at 
bowl 


Sooners went to four BCS 


to Aggieland as the team’ offensive coor- 
dinator. However, when the University 


of Houston offered Sumlin his first head 
coaching opportunity, he couldn’t pass it 
up. 

In 2008, Sumlin’s first year as a col- 


legiate head coach, he led UH to an 8 
mark and a victory over Air Fi 


rce in the 


Helicopter Armed Forces Bow! in Fort 
Worth. It marked the school’: first bowl 
victory since 1980. 

Sumlin was a finalist for the 2009 Paul 
“Bear” Bryant National Coach of the Year 
when he led the Cougars to a Conference 
USA West Division crown and a final re- 
cord of 10-4. Despite losing his top two 
quarterbacks to injuries in the 2010 sea 
son, Sumlin led UH to a 5-7 


mark just 
missing a bowl appearance. 


Sumlin led the 


This season, Cougars 
to a school-record 12 wins and the pro- 
gram’ highest finish in the Bowl Cham- 
pionship Series rankings. The Cougars 


led the nation in total offense, passing 


I've had the opportunity over the last 
20-something years to play in some 

of the so-called greatest stadiums and 
venues in the country. There's none 
finer on game day than Kyle Field 

For me as a football coach to have the 
opportunity to lead our university into 
the SEC, to play in arguably the best 
conference and best division in college 
football, is an exciting thing for me. 
And it should be an exciting thing for 
this university, it should be an exciting 
thing for our players, for our alumni.” 


offense and scoring offense this season, 
marking the second time in four years to 
accomplish that feat under Sumlin’ direc- 
tion. Overall, Sumlin finished 35-17 at 
UH and for the third time in four y 


ars 

the Cougars are headed to a bow! game 
“I can’t thank the University of Hous- 

ton enough for giving me a chance to be- 


come a head football coach. It is tough to 
leave a group of players who have worked 
hard and have done things the right 
way in taking Cougar football to greater 


sc 


heights.” 

Sumlin was born in Brewton, Ala., 
however, he grew up in Indianapolis, Ind. 
and attended Purdue University. 

After earning a spot on the Boilermak- 
ers’ roster as a walk-on, Sumlin worked 
his way up the depth chart at linebacker. 
He went on to become a four-year let- 
terman and still ranks among the top 10 
in career tackles for the Boilermakers. 
He was named to Sports Ilustrated’ All- 
America walk-on list as a freshman after 


leading Purdue with 91 tackles. 

After graduating from Purdue in 1988 
with a bachelor’ degree in both criminol- 
ogy and criminal justice, Sumlin began his 
coaching career as a graduate assistant at 
Washington State for Mike Price (1989- 
90). 

He worked as an assistant at Wyoming 
(1991-92) and Minnesota (1993-97) be- 
fore returning to his alma mater, Purdue, 


under Joe Tiller in 1998. Three years 
later, Slocum brought him to Aggieland. 

Sumlin and his wife Charlene have four 
children: daughters Courtney and Shelby, 
and sons Jackson and Joey. 


InBY LEE, US PRESSWIRE 
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WILDCATS 
TO WATCH 


#7 QB Dan Persa (6-1, 210, senior) 
Jonorat 


je Mention All B 


able Leade 


#9 TE Drake Dunsmore (6-3, 235, Senior) 


#10 S Brian Peters (6-4, 


Lear Northweste 


ny 
220, Senior) 


#11 WR Jeremy Ebert (6-0, 195, Senior) 
e eam All-B 


On New Year's Eve, Texas A&M will face Northwestern in the 
Meineke Car Care Bowl of 
After a shaky start to the 2011 campaign, the Wildcats’ senior quarterback Dan 
Persa returned from injury and helped the team win four straight on the way to 


as at 1] a.m. at Houston’ Reliant Stadium. 


bow! eligibility. Persa suffered a season-ending injury with thre 
in 2010. When he’s healthy, Northwestern is a different football team. 

The Wildcats claimed their biggest win this season in Lincoln, Nebraska when 
they upset the 9th-ranked Cornhuskers to formally welcome “Big Red” to the Big 
‘Ten Conference. Now, in Persa’s final game as a Wildcat, Northwestern is looki 
for their first bowl victory since 1949 


mes remaining 


Although the Aggies’ bowl woes don’t span more than a half century, they 
would certainly like to see their decade long drought come to an end in Houston. 
Interestingly enough, the last time the Aggies won a bowl game was right next 
door to Reliant Stadium, when ‘Texas A&M defeated TCU at the Astrodome in 
the 2001 GalleryFurniture.com Bowl. 


BOWL 
MATCHUP BY 
THE NUMBERS 


Texas A&M 
Aggies 
(6-6) 


Northwestern 
Wildcats 


OFFENSIVE STATISTICS DEFENSIVE STATISTICS | 


Total Offense/Defense 
(National Rank) 


Scoring Offense/Defense 
176.17 (36) Rushing Offense/Defense 
58 (36) Passing Offense/Defense 


3rd Down Conversion % 
Offense/Defense 


386.5 (65) 
26,7 (76) 


106.0 (13) 


10) 
Ath Down Conversion % 
Offense/Defense 
Red Zone Offense/Defense 
First Downs Offense/Defense 


Sacks Allowed Per Game/ 
‘Sacks Per Game 


36.84 (17) 


76% (91) 


159,45 (9) 


DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 


Total Defense/Offense 
(National Rank) 


Scoring Defense/Offense 
Rushing Defense/Offense 
Passing Defense/Offense 


3rd Down Conversion % 
Defense/ Offense 


‘th Down Conversion % 
Defense/Offense 
Red Zone Defense/Offense 95% (3) 


First Downs Defense/Offense 4) 


Sacks Per Game/Sacks 
Allowed Per Game 


Passing Efficiency Defense/ 
ssing Efficiency 


Al STAFF FILL IN YOUR 
BOWL PREDICTIONS = 5 x, PREC TICNS 


Gildan New Mexico 
Temple vs, Wyoming 
Famous Idaho Potato 
‘Ohio vs, Utah State 


RAL Carriers New Orleans 
Lousiana Lafayette vs. San Diego State 


Beef ‘0’ Brady's St. Petersburg 
Flonda International vs. Marshall 


S.D. County Credit Union Poinsettia 
Lousiana Tech vs. TCU. 


‘MAACO Las Vegas. 
‘Arizona State vs, Bowe State 
Sheraton Hawai'i Bow! 
Nevada vs, Southern Miss 
‘AdvoCare V100 independence 
‘Missouri vs. North Carolina 
Little Caesars Pizzs 
Purdue vs. Western Michigan 
Belk 
Loursile vs. North Carolina Stave 


Northrop Grumman Military 
‘Nr Force vs. Toledo 


Bridgepoint Education Holiday 
Calfornia vs. Texas 
Champs Sports 

Florida State vs. Notre Dame 


Valero Alamo iis 
Baylor vs, Washington wt! 


Bell Helicopter Armed Forces byu 
BYU vs. Tulsa 


New Era Pinstripe eae 
twa State vs. Rutgers a 
Franklin American Music City 
Missisipp State vs, Wake Forest 
Ce iahoma 
owa vs. OKlaboma 
‘Meineke Car Care 
Northwestern vs. Texas ABM 


By en sen ga tech Georgia Tech 
Georgia Tech vs. Utah eee Ren (ae 


toy State 


‘Autozone Liberty 
Cincinnati vs, Vandre 


‘raft Fight Hunger 
Wino vs, UCLA. 


Chick fila 
Auburn vs, Viginia 


TicketCity Bowl 
Houston vs Penn State 


Capital One 
Nebraska vs, South Carolina 


‘Outback 
Georgia vs. Michigan State 


Taxslayer.com Gator 
Hondas, Oho State 


Vizio Rose — 
Oregon vs, Wisconsin rea 


‘Tostitos Fiesta kta 
‘Oklahoma vs. Stanford Stat 


Allstate Sugar aes 
Mehigan vs. Virginia tech di 


Discover Orange 
Clemson vs. West Virgina 


ATAT Cotton 
Arkansas vs, Kansas State 


sVA Compass 
Pittsburgh vs. SMU 


GoDaddy.com 
‘Arkansas State vs, Northern I 


‘Allstate BCS National Championship 
‘Alabama vs. LSU 


With Texas A&M joining 
the SEC, Louisiana native 
Michael Lamothe feels 
right at home 


KAYLIE MYNAR ‘12 


:| Lamothe 
jexas A&M's of- 
fense this season as the lead blocker for 
Aggie running backs and as a receiving 
threat for quarterbeck Ryan Tannehill. 
However, you may be surprised to 
know that Lamothe only played two 
snaps at tight end during his entire high 


Tight end Mic 
was an integral part o} 


school football career. In fact, his first let- 
ter from ‘Texas A&M was for the school’s 
quarterback camp. 

“Irs funny how things change,” La- 
mothe said. 

Lamothe 
in 1991.1 
about 80 miles away to New Iberia. 

“I wish I had that southern Louisiana 
accent, but I don’t.” 


as born in Baton Rouge, La. 


» years later, his family moved 


Sports have always been in Lamothe’s 
blood. His father played quarterback 
for LSU the last year that they had a JV 
team, and his grandfather played foot- 
ball and had contracts with both the St. 
Louis Cardinals (MLB) and the Green 
Bay Packers (NFL) before he was injured 
during the war. 
ays loved sports,” he said. 
“Irs all we've ever done. I grew to love 
football because its the American sport.” 

A versatile athlete, Lamothe starred 
at linebacker, quarterback and punter 
at New Iberia High School. He also ex- 
celled in the classroom, finishing second 
in his class with a 3.9 GPA. 

Like most kids in Louisiana, Lamothe 


3 


grew up an LSU fan and wanted to follow 
his brother there. 

“But now I don’t like them at all,” he 
said. 

Lamothe committed to A&M the sum- 
mer before his senior year after learning 
more about the university and its engi- 
neering school. 

“They already had 23 commitments so 
my window was small,” Lamothe said. “I 
couldn't miss out on the opportunity.” 

He came to Aggicland wanting to be a 
linebacker, but the coaches saw a future 
tight end. 

“[ mainly wanted to be on the field,” he 
said. “Being a linebacker really helped me 
understand the tight end position.” 

Asa true freshman, Lamothe was a key 
contributor on special teams in the final 
twelve games. As a sophomore, he made 
a huge impact at both the tight end and 
full back positions, earning honorable 
mention All-Big 12 accolades. This sea- 
son, Lamothe finished fifth on the team 
with 14 receptions and third with three 
touchdow! 


How he fits into new head coach Kevin 
Sumlin’s offense remains to be seen, but 
with ‘Texas A&M joining the Southeast- 
ern Conference, Lamothe feels like he’ 
going home. 

“So many historical things have hap- 
pened since I have been at ‘Texas A&M,” 
he said. “And now we're going to the 
SEC. I'm a senior next year, so I’m ex- 
cited.” mM 


rsonal service. 


Exuiotr ELEctRic SuPPLY 
2501 Cavitt in Bryan ~ (979) 779-6630 


Mon.-Fri. 7 am -5:30 pm ~ Sat. 8 am - 12 noon 
www.eelliottelectric.com 


The Courtyard offers great amenities such as free high 
speed internet; the Courtyard Bistro serving cook to order 
breakfast and dinner plus Starbucks 24/7; and a full bar in 
the evening just to name a few. 


Allstate Saves You Money — and 


REDUCES STRESS. 


ACCIDENT FORGIVENESS 


@ Allstate. 


You're in good hands. 


Jerry Anderson, cLTc * 979-764-0015 
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2012 BIG 12 PREVIEW :: WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


01.04.12 MANHATTAN 
02.08.12 COLLEGE STATION 


01.08.12 COLLEGE STATION 
02.21.12 NORMAN 


LAST MEETING: 
Wildcats 71 ~ Aggies 67 (Manhattan) 


HEAD COACH: 
Deb Patterson (16th year) 129-111 in Big 12 


NEWS AND NOTES: 

K-State ranks 12th in NCAA D-1 history with 
809 victories. Brittany Chambers has scored 
in double digits in 53 of 72 career games. 
Branshea Brown needs eight blocked shots 
to move into 10th in school history for career 
blocked shots. Mariah White has 196 career 
assists to rank 25th in school history. 


LAST MEETING: 
Aggies 81 ~ Sooners 68 (Kansas City) 


HEAD COACH: 
Sherri Coale (16th year) 157-83 in Big 12 


NEWS AND NOTES: 

Sophomore guard Aaryn Ellenberg has made 
a 3-pointer in an OU-record 27 consecutive 
games. The OU players average 6-1 in height 
=the tallest team in school history. Led by 
the tallest player in the program's history, 6-6 
Nicole Griffin is among eight of 13 Sooners 
who are 6-0 or taller. 


01.11.12 COLLEGE STATION 


Aggies 77 - Longhorns 50 (Kansas City) 


Gail Goestenkors (4th year) 32-31 in Big 12 


Senior post Ashley Gayle’ 4.2 blocks per 
game ranks fourth in the latest NCAA Divi- 
sion I rankings (Dec. 19) while sophomore 
guard Chassidy Fussell is ranked 25th nation 
ally with a 897 (35-of-39) mark from the 
free throw line. The Longhorns have lost the 
last eleven games against the Aggies. 


1. 29. 12 COLLEGE STATION 


ST MEETIN 


‘Aggies 60 ~ Cyclones 51 (Ames) 


Bill Fennelly (17th yea) 148-92 in Big 12 


Jawa State joins Baylor as the only Big 12 
teams with three or more players with 20+ 
assists. lowa State ranks second in the Big 12 
in scoring defense and 15th nationally. The 
Cyclones are holding opponents to just 50.6 
points per game on 32.6 percent shooting 
from the field 


01.18.12 COLLEGE STATION AS) 


Aggies 85 ~ Tigers 40 (Columbia) 
Robin Pingeton (2nd year) 5-11 in Big 12 


Senior Christine Flores is No. 2 in the nation 
With 42 blocked shots this season (4.88 per 
game). Flores is also ranked eighth in the 
nation in scoring with 22.9 points per game. 
Freshman Morgan Eye has the second-best 
threepoint field goal percentage in the coun- 
try (53.5 percent), 


01.21.12 LAWRENCE 
02.04.12 COLLEGE STATION 


LAST MEETING: 
Aggies 81 ~ Jayhawks 58 (College Station) 


HEAD COACH: 
Bonnie Henrickson (8th year) 35-77 in Big 12 


NEWS AND NOTES: 

Carolyn Davis is tops on the team contribut 
ing 16.1 points per game and is second in 
the nation with a 69 field goal percentage. 
Asa team, KU ranks second in the country 
shooting 50.6 percent from the field. For the 
fifth-straight season, Kansas notched at least 
nine non-conference wins 


02.18.12 COLLEGE Son 


Aggies 76 ~ Cowboys 67 (College Station) 
Jim Uttell (Ist year) 


OSU stands as the lone squad in the Big, 
12 without a senior on its roster. Junior 
Toni Young was named to the 2011-12 
preseason All-Big 12 team. Although she 
has yet to do it in a college game, Young 
can dunk ~she tied the national high jump 
record while in high school 


1. Baylor (9) 

2. Texas A&M (1) 

3. Texas 
Oklahoma 
lowa State 

6. Texas Tech 

7. Kansas 

8. Oklahoma State 

9. Kansas State 

10. Missouri 

(First-place Votes) 


02.25.12 COLLEGE STATION 


Aggies 84 ~ Red Raiders 60 (College Station) 


kristy Curry (6th year) 29-51 in Big 12 

Texas Tech is second in the Big 12 Confer- 
ence in scoring margin (27.9) and fifth in the 
country. Junior point guard Monique Small 
leads the country with a 5,88:to-1 assist to 
turnover ratio. Texas Tech leads the Big 12 
Conference and is No. 4 nationally with 15.8 
steals per game this season. 


IN PLAYER OF THE YE, 
Brtiney Griner Baylor C68. 


cake mn Davis, Kansas, F 6-3, Jr 2b 


02.11.12 WACO 
02.27.12 COLLEGE STATION 


LAST MEETING: 
Aggies 58 - Bears 46 (Dallas) 


HEAD COACH: 
Kim Mulkey (12th year) 123-52 in Big 12 


NEWS AND NOTES: 

Brittney Griner has reaistered a Big 12 record 
451 career blocked shots. The Beats have 
defeated three top 10 programs this season: 
Notre Dame, Tennessee and Connecticut, 
Baylor hasn't allowed an opponent to shoot 
50 percent from the field in 185 straight 
games, dating back to March 25, 2006 


oung, Oklahoma State, G/F, 6-2, Jr2L 
idy Fussell, Texas, G, 5-10, So-1L 
Tyra White, Texas A&M, G, 6-0, Sr-3L 


KELSEY BONE 


Fresh off the first national ct 
y that the Aggie women’ basketball team entered the 2011-12 season with the highest _—— 
am history. Replacing All-Americans like Sydney Colson and Dani- [UU 
elle Adams is always a tall order, but with Preseason Big 12 Newcomer of the Year Kelsey =< = o 
Bone and Preseason Big 12 Freshman of the Year Alexia Standish joining an experienced | 


hampionship in school history, it’s fair to 4 
: — 


expectations in pro; 


team with seniors like Sydney Carter, Tyra White and Adaora Elonu, the Aggies have the 
another championship. ea 
The Aggies faced a challenging non-conference schedule with a home matchup aginst 
9th-ranked Louisville (76-58 W) and road contests against No. 13 Purdue (60-51 L) and 
2nd-ranked Connecticut (81-51 L). UConn‘ victory was their 91st straight at home. 

In the Ags’ final year in the Big 12, there is AXM, Baylor and then everyone else 


talent and depth to compete for 


There's no question that the Aggies’ road to championships will go through Waco, ‘Texas 


in what promises to be some historic final battles on the Brazos. i 


SYDNEY CARTER 


ADRIENNE PRATCHER 


‘in 
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UESTIONS FOR 
RA WHITE AND 
SYDNEY CARTER 


BY KAYLIE MYNAR 92 
AND MACY SAVAGE 12 


What was the highlight of your trip to 
Washington D.C. before the season? 

TW: Meeting President Obama 

SC: As soon as he opened the door to the oval 
office, everyone was freaking out. it’s not 
day you wake up and say I’m going t 
president 


Was anyone trying to have the most time 
with him? 

TW: Kelsey Bone and Sydney Colson 
‘SC: Kelsey wanted spend the night. 
said we love you, but you didn’t pick us to win. 


What's your most vivid memory of the na- 
tional championship? 
SC: Tyra's shot. When she stepped up and got 


AGGIELAND IL! ATED 


t for me 


ke after the 


What is it like playing with a target on your 
back this season? 

‘SC: Normally we 
the chasing 
is gunning 


Is there extra moti- 
vation and pressure 
with this season 
being A&M's last in 
the Big 127 
‘SC: | don’t want to be 
the team they say was 
the last team in the 
Big 12 and shamed it 
it gives motivation 
the seniors and we 
have to make sure it’s 


motivation for every 


Can you believe 
it is your senior 
year? 

SCI can't, it’s bit 
tersweet. Some 
days I'm thankful 
it's my senior year, 
but other days | 
think, “this is it for 
me. 


Tw: 


can’t believe it. | think 
orid with bills and other responsibilities, 


welcome to the 


Do you want to continue playing basket- 
ball after graduating? 

TW: Ye 
sc it 


| want to keep playing 
have the opportunity I'll take it. If not, 
2 big girl that can make it in the real world. | 


»uld be behind a desk or be someone's boss. 


What is your dream job? 


SC: | would love to be an OB-GYN. | watch 
thase shows and | love it. | would go to schoo! 
that long, but | should have started four years 
go ~ that’s why it’s still a dream. 


vould be in fashion. | like shoes and 


has style. She has the clothes and shoes 


How would you describe each of your 
coaches in one word? 

TW: Gary Blair ~ Knowledge 

Vic Schaefer ~ Passi 
fhnnie Harris 
Bond - Heady. S 
get anything pa: 


a very smart lady. 
her. 


Are we going to see any new dance moves 
from you guys or Coach Blair? 
TW: It may just pop up. Coach Blair may be or 


never know 
ch him the South 


Blair wanted me to 
Swag. He asked if | 
its from the 60's 
iterbug though 

SC: | think he will try the South Dallas Swag this 
year. | think he thinks he knows how to Wob 

e may just stick with the Dougie. KW 
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MacBook Air starting 
at °949 for students. 
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MacResource Computers 
——— oer ps ia a 


@ Authorized Campus Store 


313 Church Avenue - College Station - 979-314-0537 - www.mac-northgate.com 


ey 


h Billy Kennedy's pre 
ne, Kennedy took a leave of absence for health reasons 
and was ultimately diagnosed with early stages of Parkinson's 
disease. ‘Then, in the first half of the season opener against 
Liberty, Khris Middleton suffered a partially torn meniscus 
an injury that kept him off the court for the next seven games 
On the court, the Aggies faced very few challenges during 
non-conference play. They did not play a true road game and 
in three neutral site contests, A&M defeated St. John’s by one 
and lost to future SEC foes Mississippi State and Florida 
In league action, the Aggies will be tested right from the 
first tip with their final road trips to Waco and Austin sand- 
wiched around a home game against Iowa State. ‘The next 
game marks Billy Gillispie’ much anticipated return to Reed 
Arena. The schedule doesn’t get any easier from there, so if 
the Ags find a way to live up to preseason expectations, it will 


be a memorable last ride through the Big 12 Conference. mi 


01.02.12 WACO 
02.01.12 COLLEGE STATION 


LAST MEETING: 
Bears 58 - Aggies 51 (Waco) 


HEAD COACH: 
Scott Drew (9th year) 44-84 in Big 12 


NEWS AND NOTES: 

Baylor has made at least one 3-point field 
goal in 629 consecutive games - the second- 
longest active streak in the Big 12, More than 
51 percent of Quincy Acy’s career FGs have 
been dunks. The Bears started the season 
10:0 for only the second time in program 
history. 


2012 BIG 12 PREVIEW :: MEN'S BASKETBALL 


01.07.12 COLLEGE STATION 


LAST 3: 
‘Aggies 71 ~ Cydones 66 (College Station) 


Fred Hoiberg (2nd year) 3-13 in Big 12 
Sophomore forward Royce White was named 
Big 12's Preseason Newcomer of the Year by 
the league's coaches. lowe State has eight 
newcomers this year competing in a Cyclone 
uniform for the first time. lowa State ranks 


first in the Big 12 and 22nd nationally in 


02.06.12 COLLEGE STATION 


Longhorns 70 - 


gies 58 (Kansas City) 


Rick Barnes (14th year) 151-57 in Big 12 
J’Covan Brown leads the team in scoring 
(19.3 ppg). Texas is one of just six schools to 
have advanced to each of the last 13 NCAA 
Tournaments. Texas is the only school in the 
country that can daim two different National 
Player of the Year winners in the last nine 
years (TJ, Ford, 2003; Kevin Durant, 2007) 


01.14.12 COLLEGE STATION 


ST MEETING 
Aggies 66 ~ Red Raiders 54 (College Station) 


Billy Gillispie (1st year) 31-17 in Big 12 
Freshman Jordan Tolbert leads the team in 
points (14,0), rebounds (6,2) and FG percent: 
age (.613). For 12 straight days, the Red 
Raiders visited area hospitals, worked with 
local charities and provided a helping hand 
during the holiday season as a part of Billy 
Gillispie's Red Raider 12 Days of Christmas. 


3:pointers per game (8.8). 


02.18.12 COLLEGE STATION q 


Aggies 86 ~ Tigers 71 (Kansas City) 
Frank Haith ({st year) 


Mizzou 's currently the highest-ranked team 
that is under the direction of a first-year 
head coach this season. The Tigers are one 
of the nation’s and Big 12's best shooting 
teams as the squad ranks third nationally 
and first in the Big 12 in FG percentage 
(526). 


01.21.12 COLLEGE STATION 
03.03.12 NORMAN 


LAST MEETING: 
Aggies 61 - Sooners 47 (College Station) 


HEAD COACH: 

Lon Kruger (1st year) 

NEWS AND NOTES: 

Junior Steven Pledger leads NCAA D-1 guards 
with .604 FG percentage and ranks No. 4 
nationally in 3-point FG percentage (.5 12). 
Junior forward Romero Osby leads the Big 12 
with his 3.6 offensive rebounds per game and 
ranks third in the league with his 7.8 overall 
boards per outing. 


& 


01.23.12 LAWRENCE 
02.22.12 COLLEGE STATION 


LAST MEETING: 
Jayhawks 64 ~ Aggies 51 (Lawrence) 


HEAD COACH: 
Bill Self (9th year) 107-21 in Big 12 


NEWS AND NOTES: 

All-American candidate Thomas Robinson 
is the only player in the Big 12 to average 
a double-double with 18.1 points and 12.1 
rebounds per game. In the last five years, 
from 2007-11, Kansas is the winningest 
team In NCAA D-1 with a 165-22 (88.2 
percent) record 


Kansas (5) 


01,28,12 COLLEGE STATION dips 


Aggies 67 ~ Cowboys 66 (Stillwater) 
Travis Ford (4th year) 24-24 in Big 12 


In four of OSU's six wins this season, the 
Cowboys trailed by at least seven points at 
some point during the game. Senior Keiton 
Page and freshman Le'Bryan Nash are tied 
for the team lead in scoring, both averaging 
12.7 points per contest. Oklahoma State has 
55 blocked shots through 10 games. 


Texas A&M (2) 


Baylor (2) 
M 


Royce White, I 


02.04.12 MANHATTAN 
02.28.12 COLLEGE STATION 


LAST MEETING: 
Aggies 64 ~ Wildcats 56 (College Station) 


HEAD COACH: 
Frank Martin (5th year) 40-24 in Big 12 


NEWS AND NOTES: 

The Wildcats are averaging a Big 12-best 
42.0 rebounds per game, induding 15.5 on 
the offensive end. Seven players average 

six or more points, induding four in double 
figures. Junior seven-footer Jordan Henriquez 
ranks 10th nationally with 3.1 blocks per 


1, 235, 
AER OF 


fa State, F, 6-8, 270, So. 


Marcus Denmon, Missouri, G, 6-3, 185, Sr. 
J'Covan Brown, Texas, G, 6-1, 197, Jr 


Khris Middleton, 


as A&M, F, 6-7, 210, Jr 


Glynn Cyprien’s arrival in Aggieland marked the first 
recruiting coup of the Billy Kennedy era By KAYLIE MYNAR "12 


When Billy Kennedy sat down 
with his associate head coach Glynn 
Cyprien one day in late October, it wasn't 
to talk about basketball. Kennedy was 
there to tell his longtime friend that he 
had been diagnosed with early stages of 
Parkinson’s disease. 

I tried to be a man’s man and be tough 
for him,” Cyprien said. “Our relation- 
ship isn't just coaching, we are very good 
friends in every aspect of life.” 

Having known Kennedy since they 
were teenagers, Cyprien considers his 
new boss a part of his family. At Jesuit 
High School in New Orleans, Cyprien 
played football with Kennedy’ brother 
and had Kennedy's stepfather as an Eng- 
lish teacher. While in college, the two 
coached AAU basketball together. 

Cyprien lettered two seasons as a bas- 
ketball player at Southern University- 
New Orleans, but a career in coaching 
was not on his radar. In fact, he was con- 
sidering going to law school, but life had 
a different plan for him. 

During the summer prior to his junior 
year, Cyprien was coachin, 
ball in New Orleans when 
ter — the head coach of the University of 


AGGIELAND ILLUSTRATED 


Te at San Antonio (UT! 
one of his g 


A) - came to 
mes on a recruiting trip. 
‘After watching my team play, he of- 
fered me a job on the spot,” 
called. “I thought he was crs 

After visiting the UTSA campus later 
that week, Cyprien decided he couldn't 
pass up the opportunity and had to call 
his basketball coach to let him know 
that he was giving up playing to go into 
coaching. 

“The next day I was on a plane to San 
Antonio,” Cyprien said. “It doesn’t hap- 
pen like that anymore, but I've been very 
fortunate.” 

In his first year at UTSA in 1988, 
Cyprien helped the Roadrunners earn 
the school’s first NCAA Tournament 
berth. In addition to his natural coaching 


prien re- 


tion as an excellent recruiter. 

In 1990, Cyprien was hired away 
Lamar University. He spent one seas 
with the Cardinals before moving on to 
coaching stops at Jacksonville (1991-94), 
Western Kentucky (1994-95), UNLV 
(1995-2000), Oklahoma State (2000-04), 
Louisiana-Lafayette (2004), New Mexico 
State (2005-06), Arkansas (2006-07), 


Kentucky (2007-09) and Memphis (2009- 
10). Meanwhile, Kennedy was working 
his way up the coaching ladder as well 
including a stop as an assistant at Texas 
A&M in 1990-91. 

As each of their careers advanced, Ken- 
nedy and Cyprien kept in touch no mat- 
terhow many miles separated them. They 
talked about life, basketball and even the 
possibility of coaching together one day if 
the right opportunity came along. When 
Kennedy got the job at Texas A&M, it’s 
no surprise that Cyprien was one of the 
first to receive a phone call. 

“He was very excited and told me that 
he wanted to talk again when he was fin- 
ished with his introductory press confer- 
ence,” Cyprien said. “I flew down a few 
days later and we had an opportunity to 
sit down and talk. The ball started rolling 
from there.” 

Hiring his longtime friend as his right 
hand man was truly a no-brainer for Ken- 
nedy. Not only did he bring invaluable ex- 
perience at premier programs in the Big 
12 and SEC, Cyprien is widely regarded 
as one of the nation’s best recruiters. 

“For me, in recruiting, everyone is in- 
volved,” Cyprien said. “When you bring 
a kid to camp, everyone has to know he’s 
there. Its a joint effort. Make him feel 
welcomed. We want to go out and get 
the best kids and compete against the top 
schools in the country.” 

Even though people stereotype ‘Texas 
A&Masa football school, especially when 
recruiting, Cyprien tells them to look at 
all the other sports that have had suc- 
cess ~ specifically the defending national 
champion women’ basketball team. 

“The women’ basketball team makes 
people see that it can happen here,” 
Cyprien said, “and that’s what I've been 
preaching to every recruit I’ve talked to.” 

Having just gone through the process 
himself, Cyprien has no problem sell- 
ing recruits on coming to Aggicland and 
joining the AM program. 

“The people here are unbelievably 
friendly,” he said. “They bleed Aggie 
blood. I'm learning yells at the games, 
going from side to side. I moved my mom 
here. I've embraced the whole Aggie ex- 
perience.” 

While Cyprien will undoubtedly help 
fill future rosters with talented basketball 
players, it’ clear that Kennedy made the 
biggest recruiting splash for his program 
in his first week on the job. 
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LOCAL ADVERTISING EXPERTS 
Are they Finding YOU? or THEM? 


THERE WERE OVER 


9,600,000,000 
U.S. INTERNET SEARCHES 
IN DECEMBER 2007?* 


Our Clients are on Page One 


888.867.3540 


“comScore Jan 2008 


DESIGNER SUITES HOTEL 


Experience the soothing coos 
of our resident mourning doves 
and gentle breezes rustling through 
the wisteria-draped arbor — an. 
unexpected oasis in the heart of 
College Station. Complement the 
experience of your stay with more 
conveniences and services than 


you'll find anywhere else in the 


or Plans & Private Bedroo 

Custom Pillow-Top Beds ~ Luxury Bed 
Fully-Equipped Kirche ce Pool 

Fitness Center ~ Lush Landscaping 
Outdoor Grills ~ Evening Wine Tasting 


Free Hi-Speed Intemer ~ Luxurious Baths 


Deluxe Continental Breakfast 


(979) 693-1220 » STAY@VINEYARDCOURT.COM 
WWW.VINEYARDCOURT.COM 


er: 
asterwood 


AIRPORT 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 


Easterwood Airport — 


Whether arriving by commercial airline or in your own private aircraft, Easterwood Airport 


FI a (CLL) provides the most convenient access to the Bryan-College Station community. The 
Y into airport is located just minutes from Texas A&M University and the George Bush 
the h Presidential Library and Museum. American Eagle and Continental Connection offer daily 

eart of flights connecting through the Dallas-Ft. Worth and Houston airports. General Aviation 


customers receive the best customer service from professionally trained line attendants 


Aggi eland. and AVTRIP points for fuel purchases. 


www.easterwoodairport.com 
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Includes FREE Entry Into: 


“Most Men's and Women’s Basketball Games 
*Most Baseball Games 
*ALL Softball, tennis, equestrian and swimming 


Other Fun Activities: 
Kid's Court before Women’s Basketball 
*Clini¢ with Baseball team 
*Movie Might at Blue Bell Park 


Only $25 to join! 
Sign-up at: 


Al 
makes 
a great 
Christmas 
present for 
any Aggie in 
your life. Call 
1-866-55-AG-MAG 
or visit us online at 
aggielandillustrated.com 


today! 


Aggieland 


www.aggielandillustrated.com 


Aggie owned and 

family operated for 
28 years in historic 
Downtown Bryan. 
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WATER SKI 

The Texas A&M Water Ski club leases a private lake about 2 
miles from campus for practice. However, it has been over a year 
since any of the club members have skied there. Like many bod- 
ies of water across ‘Texas, the driest year in the state’s history has 


turned Lord's Lake into a desert wasteland. 

As the club's president, Will Stevenson "13 volunteered to 
move the club’ practices to his family’s home on Lake Conroe. 

“Te takes an all day commitment to practice now,” he said. “We 
spend three hours just on the road. Ir’s a challenge with school 
and everything else going on, but we have managed to make it 
work.” 

Stevenson has always known he wanted to be an Aggie and be 
involved in water ski. He has been skiing his entire life and his 
uncle was captain of the team when he was at A&M. 

Established in 1975, the club typically has around 30 to 40 
members. Most, however, are not like Stevenson. 
hey have never heard of competitive water ski and don't 
know that tournaments exist,” he said. “Their family has a boat 
or they went to the lake with their friends one time and had a lot 
of fun. Once they join, they are amazed at what all you can do. 
Irs neat because they join not realizing how big of a sport it is 
and then they get into it and really progress.” 

‘The Aggies compete in four tournaments in the 
in the spring. Men and women skiers compete in three events - 
slalom, trick and jump. 

“It’s unique because the men’s and women’s combined score 
makes up the team score,” Stevenson said. “So while the men are 
our better skiers, the women have the potential to score more 
points for the team because of the level of competition.” 

Last year, the Aggies qualified for division one nationals for 
the first time in over a decade. To qualify, a team must finish in 
the top three of their region and the two best schools in the na- 
tion — Louisiana-Lafayette and Louisiana-Monroe — dominate 
11S region. In fact, one of those two schools is guaranteed to 
win nationals every year. The Aggies compete with ‘Texas State, 


all and three 


‘Texas, Baylor, LSU and Arkansas for the third spot. 

“I'm pretty proud of beating out those other teams for the 
third spot without any water to ski in,” Stevenson said. 

If you want to become a great water skier, Stevenson will tell 
you that it requires commitment, training and most importantly, 
time on the water. However, you don't have to be a 
skier to be in the club. 

“We have a lot of fun,” Stevenson said. “I run the club, but the 
other members aren't just my club members ~ they are my best 
friends. We travel all over the country together and you really 
get to know people on road trips. There’ something about the 
water that brings together people who love to have fun. I feel like 
that’s what our club is made of.” 


POWERLIFTING 

On any given day, hundreds of Aggies can be found working 
out at the Texas A&M Student Recreation Center. A closer look 
at the 14,000-square-foot Weight & Fitness Room, and you will 
likely find Kayla James "12 lifting weights with some of her best 
friends. 

James is the current president of the Texas A&M Powerlifting 
club. Formed in the early ‘80s as the Weight Lifting Club, it 
evolved into powerlifting — a form of weightlifting consisting of 
three events: the squat, bench press and dead lift. 

The Aggies train four days a week throughout the year for two 
meets in the Fall and one more in the spring before their r 
event in April - the USA Powerlifting Collegiate Nationals. 

About 60 percent of the club's members have experience in 
powerlifting from high school, while the rest are new to a sport 
that requires a great deal of dedication and discipline. 

“You have to be dedicated to not let the little things bother 
you,” James said, “You also have to be disciplined to show up 
to practice four days a we 
slack off one day, because if you do, that’s one day your competi- 
tion just put five more pounds on the bar before you.” 

After a second place finish in 2009, the women’s team won 
the national title in 2010. The team finished second again in 
2011 with every girl placing in the top five. One senior - Tiffany 
McKinney — will be graduating as a four-time national champion 
in her weight class. On the men’s side, there is a little more com- 
petition. The Aggies placed fifth in 2010 and seventh in 2011. 

In addition to their success on the national stage, everyone on 
the team is very close. 

“Many of the lifters have become my best friends,” James said. 
“We rely on each other for everything, in and out of the gym.” 

Visit recsports.tamu.edu for more information about Texas A&M 
powerlifting or water ski. KM 
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and work hard every day. You can't 
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Want to get involved? 


REC SPORTS has something for 
EVERYONE! 


Drop-in Recreation 


Intramural Sports « Sport Clubs 
Group RecXercise Classes 


Specialty Classes « Endurance Programs 
Healthy Living Lectures « Aquatics 
CPR Courses « Indoor Climbing 
Outdoor Adventures * Equipment Rental 
Personal Training * Massage Therapy 


Banquet Services 


Visit our newly renovated ~ 
PENBERTHY REC SPORTS COMPLEX, 
7 home to Texas A&M intramural sports 


and sport clubs, and open to students and 
Rec members for cron rection 
Tt, a) F 
7 REC 
f e fi ’ recsports.tamu.edu 
-_ f 


a 


#interncorner 


Howdy! 

Ithas been a dramatic few weeks in Ag- 
gicland. 

‘A stomach twisting loss to the long- 
horns simply nailed the coffin closed on 
the ultimate football season letdown. 

‘Then the firing of Mike Sherman an- 
gered even those protesting him all sea- 
son. Whether you agreed with his play 
calling or not, it just seemed awfully un- 
just that the news was leaked to the media 
before Sherman himself knew. After all 
he has done for the program and the uni- 
versity, Sherman deserved to hear it first 
and have the opportunity to tell his fam- 
ily and his team. 

Finally, the roller coaster ride of hiring 
a new head coach was the bitter icing on 
top of a fat-free cake. As the process wore 
on, it seemed Aggie fans couldn't help 
but feel overwhelmed by all of the bold 
moves that have been made in the past 
several months. 

Whether you are on or off the Kevin 
Sumlin bandwagon, the bottom line 
is that we are diving head first into the 
toughest division in the country with a 
new football coach after a 6-6 season in 
the Big 12-2, and the forecast is looking 
cloudy with a chance of rain. 

However, all of that hasn't stopped us 
from having a little twitter fun! Here are 
some questions that were suggested for 
administrators to ask candidates during 
the #AggicHCInterview: 


@Daryl_ Free 
#AggieHCinterview How many quarters are 
there in football? 


@CrocodileJohnD 
#AggieHCinterview Do you care about defense? 
No. Good, neither do we. 


@CrocodileJohnD 
#AggieHCinterview Will you call Loftin a putz 
con message boards? 

Grcflores84 


#AggieHCinterview have you coached here 
before? Yes? You're hired 


@97AggieGal 
Show us your best “hump it” 
#AggieHCinterview 


AGGIELAND ILLUSTRATED 


Aggie tweeters also imagined what 
might have happened at ‘Texas A&M’ fi- 
nal #Big12ChristmasParty: 


Fan on us Facebook 
to see photo galleries, 
from many Aggie 
sporting events 


now and then! Until then, I leave you 
with this good bull story on Von Miller 
that has been spreading through social 
media and email: 


@robcassidy22 

The song is still called the “The 12 days 
of Christmas” even though the version 
being played only recounts 10 days. 
#Big)2ChristmasParty 


@_BEAST_MODE_ 

Tech offers to host the Christmas play but 
couldn't find 3 wise men and a virgin in lubbock 
#Bigi2ChristmasParty 


@jaydoug96 

Cops just showed up next door at the 
#SECChristmasParty. Seems Bama and 
LSU are at it again. | think OSU called ‘em 
#Big12ChristmasParty 


@Ransomer 
During the Secret Santa exchange, Dan Beebe 
blows open the $15 limit when he gets DeLoss 
Dodds an iPad. #8ig 12ChristmasParty 


@maroonjunky 
No one wanted Garret Gilbert on their team for 
the snow ball fight #Big12ChristmasParty 


@RandyAg_98 

Sherman gave RG3 a gift. Art Briles stormed in. 
“Is that an A&M gift? You don’t have to open 
that!” #Big12ChristmasParty 


@FredGherkin 

15 years after being invited to the 
#Big12ChristmasParty for the first time, Baylor 
finally brings something to the table. 


@cuppycup 

Mack Brown explains to the kids that Santa 
Claus and the Longhorn Network are both real. 
You just can’t see them. #Big12ChristmasParty 


Be sure to follow us on twitter 
@aggiemag. We have some great give- 
aways coming up soon. Also, fan us on 
facebook to see some of our photos from 
nearly all A&M sporting events. 

In the next #interncorner, be looking 
for coverage of the Tannehill wedding 
and whatever else may pop up between 


1am a breast cancer survivor. Each summer 
A&M sponsors a breast cancer fundraiser called 
Chalk Talk. (tis basically Football 101 for wom- 
en. Alll of the coaches and most of the players 
are there. The evening includes a meal with 
coaches and players, a panel of players answer 
ing questions from the audience, football drills 
led by the position coaches and players, a meet 
ing with the OC, meeting with the DC, a visit to 
the dressing room, and walking onto Kyle Field 
under the lights to the same drum entrance the 
team uses. it is an amazing experience and | 
highly recommend to every Aggie lady! 

The first year, | had just completed my chemo 
and had about a half inch of hair. A young soft 
spoken player came up to me, stuck out his 
hand and said, “Hi, I'm Von Miller.” We visited 
about 45 minutes and parted best buddies, The 
next year, Von came across the room to me, 
wanting to know how I was doing. Even called 
me by name! 

Last spring, after the NFL draft, | wrote Von 
a letter congratulating him and thanking him 
for being such a great Fightin Texas Aggie. Until 
recently, | did not know if he had received the 
letter. 

About a month ago, | received a package. | 
opened it and could see the front of a football 
jersey that said Broncos. However, the light bulb 
did not come on! Called the number on the 
return address to tell them I had received the 
package by mistake and would be returning 
it. The lady on the phone said, “Ineed you to 
take the jersey out the package and look at the 
back.” On the back is “Miller” “58” and a per- 
sonalized autograph to me. Lady said, “Von just 
wanted you to know how much he appreciated 
your letter." | even got 2 phone call later from 
his mother checking if | had gotten the jersey! 

That, ladies and gentlemen, is the Aggie 
Spint and something many of you need to be 
reminded of! Gig’em 


Gig’em, Merry Christmas |, 
and Happy New Year! 
— Macy 


iia DOO! Soon to be Maroon/ White Store, 
U next to Sears inside Post Oak Mall 
1500 Harvey Rd. 
College Station, TX 77840 


GeET YOUR UID GIE OO TopAy (979) 694-8027 


2 for ®20 or “15 each 
$ 10 youth 
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TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL 


Available on the 
WeeGy Find medical services when you need them! Josep 
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